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Board Meeting:   March 1, 2017                       

1pm  all meetings are at                                                        

ñReneeôsò             

1623 N Tower Rd  

Guild Meeting: March 11, 2017 

Med High     located              

700 Med High Dr,  Mercedes 

 

Program: Judy Steward  will be 

teaching free motion quilting on 

your home machine (on March 

8 and 10) and painting fabric                       

(on March 9.)  

All classes are at ñRenee'sò  

 

Board Meeting: April 5, 2017 

9am  all meetings are at 

Reneeôs 

1623 N Tower Rd  

 

Guild Meeting: April 8. 2017 

 Llano Grande Event Center  

Program:  Jean Waufle         

will share with us her long arm 

quilting    

                                                                              

All classes are at ñRenee'sò 

1623 N Tower Rd  

 

 

I want to congratulate everyone who worked on the quilt show for a job 

well done!  Without everyone working together, we wouldnôt be nearly as 

successful in putting on a great show.  These thanks include those of you 

who made the beautiful quilts.  Iôm always amazed by how many talented 

people belong to our guild.  We received high praise from one of our       

vendors who told me that AQS should take lessons from us on how to run a 

show. 

Now itôs time to think about our future.  Time seems to be moving faster 

every year and every year we have more demands on our time.  The same 

thing is true for the guild.  I know I spend a lot (you all probably think too 

much) of my time asking for volunteers to do various guild jobs.   This 

month is no different.  The guild needs itôs members to work on the various 

committees and lead programs that benefit us all.  If you enjoy coming to 

guild meetings and taking classes, you should consider volunteering for one 

of our jobs.  Working for the guild gives you a chance to meet and work 

with great people who share your interests.  Most of the jobs require only 

minimal time and some give you the first  chance at signing up for popular 

classes or guiding the direction our guild goes in the future.  We currently 

need someone to be the quilt show chairman for 2019 and for 2020.  By 

volunteering now, you get a chance to shadow the current chairman, get to 

know the people on the quilt show committee, and meet the people we do 

business with during our shows.  We also need someone to chair our 

Friendship Day.  Barbara Kissler has already done a lot of the work, but is 

not going to be here for this yearôs Friendship Day.  She will be happy to 

share her planning with who ever takes over from her.  If you are interested 

in any of these jobs, please give me a call.  Iôll be happy to 

answer  questions and talk about what the job entails.  

None of these jobs is hard, because you will have plenty of 

people who can help you.  
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The meeting was called to order by Carla Mewhinney, President, at 9 am at the South High School for Health 

Professionals in Mercedes, Texas.  The March 11 meeting will also be at this location. 

Secretaryôs minutes from the January meeting were adopted as published on the Web with no additions or 

corrections made. 

Treasurerôs Report:  Karon Jacobson reported $6,569.39 in the checking account and more than $50,000 in 

savings.  She stated that the 2016 Guild taxes are filed. 

Membership:  Carla announced that members whose names were in red on the sign in sheet need to pay their 

dues today in order for their names to be in todayôs drawing for the National Quilt Show scholarship awards.   

Bonnie Hall reported 273 members currently in the Guild including 3 new members.  She stated that she is 

also the Guild Webmaster, reviewed access information and said those needing assistance with the rgvqg.com 

website and its navigation can call her. New members and those renewing their membership may pick up 

their cards at the March meeting. 

Hostess Renee Darkis reported 180 members and 4 guests present. 

Community Service:  In 2016 Guild members donated 4,296 items and 26,886 hours with a donation value 

of $194,927.50.  In January 2017 members donated 529 items and 1,989 hours with a value of $14,420.25.  

Rick and Carla commended members for their work. 

Military Service:  Deb Blackbourn announced two Sew Days:  February 15 at Trophy Gardens, 800 State 

Highway 495, Alamo; and March 7 at Green Gate Grove, Mission.  Both sessions will begin at 9 am.  Lunch 

will be served at both locations.  Bring your sewing machine and supplies.  Lap quilts for wheelchairs and 

scooters only will be made at the Trophy Gardens Sew Day.  The size for these lap quilts will be posted on 

the website. 

Florea Flores reported that the February 6 quilting session for the Youth Education Program was attended by 

girls age 6 through 5th grade.  They made tote bags.  The next class they will make a quilt.  Florea would like 

to have this class before summer.  She needs fabric donations and members may call her for pickup or bring 

to the March meeting.  Members may also submit names of girls to attend the class. 

Programs:  Alice Gibson reported for Judy Brown who was in Houston meeting with Ricky Tims to invite 

him to present lecture/class at the 2018 RGVQG Quilt Show.  She stated the two days of free motion quilting 

classes for March are filled.  There are 9 or 10 spaces available in the painting class. 

Schoolhouse:  Karen Dill called for Show and Tell from the February 9 and 10 Folded Block class students.  

She announced the Tote Class for February 17 and the March 3 Easy Bear Paw class which will be taught by 

Renee Darkis. 

Retreat:  Karyn Heaney asked that all queries regarding the Friendship Star and Bluebonnet Friends Retreats 

be directed to her only and not to Bonnie Hall.  Members who need to cancel attendance at the Friendship 

Star Retreat may receive full refund if they cancel by February 21 and those who cannot attend the Bluebon-

net Friends Retreat must cancel by February 28 for full refund.  Bring extension cords and duct tape, sewing     

machines and supplies.                                                                                                             Cont. on page 3            
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Cont. from page 2 

Massage prices are the same as last year and only 5 massages will be scheduled daily.  When the 15 slots are 

filled, then others may be added as needed the first day of retreat. 

Bluebonnet Friends will have a book and pattern exchange, but members must make an equal exchange, e.g. 

take 2 books/patterns to retreat, return home with 2 books/patterns. Directions, vendor lists, and maps for the 

Bluebonnet Retreat are on the Web. 

Alana met with Friendship Star Retreat members to distribute lists, discounts, etc. 

Emergency Forms for Retreat are available on the Web.  Karyn will not be providing envelopes for the 

forms this year.  Members should fill the information in on the form and bring it to the Retreat.  If none of 

the information has changed, members may bring their 2016 form.  

Library: Vicki Guerra thanked members for book donations and encouraged more.  She stated book returns 

are good, but reminded members not to take their books ñup northò with them. 

Sunshine and Shadows:  Sharon Crosswhite is getting a brand new quilting room.  Lillian Hollabaugh      

celebrated her 97th birthday in February. 

Newsletter:  Submissions in to Jackie Heyes by February 15. 

Block of the Month:  Bonnie Cassidy counted 45 blocks for the February Block of the Month. Jan Markham 

won the drawing for the blocks. If she completes her project and brings it to the March meeting, she will re-

ceive a gift certificate for $25 toward any Guild/Schoolhouse program.  Bonnie explained the calendar and 

choices for BOM.  Calendars may be purchased from Cassino Richardson and Laura Powell.  The block for 

March is the August 14 calendar block which is 6 İ inches. Corners should be white with a green print center 

and darker green print or solid for the outer points. 

Announcements:  A coin purse was left at the Llano Grande Quilt Show.  Contact Monica Myers for return. 

Karen Knowlton is one of ten finalists for the Northcott Competition. Her quilt is a tree of four seasons with a 

light blue background.  You may vote on her quilt at www.woobox.com\9BSSCC or on FB.  You must find 

her quilt to vote on it.  This information is also posted on the Guild website.   

Carla asked for a fulltime Valley resident to volunteer for Military Service Quilts.  Contact Carla if you are 

interested.  If you have military service quilts to donate, give them to Deb Blackbourn with a completed com-

munity service form and the Guild may count service donation and hours. 

Members were invited by Carla to attend the Fiber Arts Show and Exhibit beginning March 11 at the Kika de 

la Garza Fine Arts Center in Mission. 

A volunteer for the 2017 RGVQG Friendship Day meeting is needed. Contact Carla if you are interested. 

National Quilt Show Scholarships:  Following the program, these names were drawn for a $600 scholarship 

award to attend any National Quilt Show:  5ƛŀƴŜ IƻȅǘΣ [ƛƴŘŀ aŀƘƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ bƻǊŀ DƛƭΦ  bŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ 

ǿŜǊŜΥ aŀǊƛŀƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ bȅƭŀ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ WǳŘȅ YŀǘƘǊȅƴ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ .ǊŜƴƴŀ wŀŜƳŜǊΣ wƻȊŀƴƴ YƛŜǿŜƭΣ WǳŘƛ {ǿŀƴŘŀΣ [ƛƴŘŀ IŀŘŜǊŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 9ǎπ

ǘƘŜǊ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘΦ  In the event the scholarship winners cannot attend alternate awardees will be notified in order of 

selection.                                                                                                Cont. on page 4 

http://www.woobox.com/9BSSCC
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Cont from page 3 

Winners who attend a National Show must take classes and give a demonstration of class techniques and    

project at a Guild meeting. 

2017 Quilt Show:  Karon Jacobson, Quilt Show Chairperson, recognized the Quilt Show Board members and 

volunteers.  She congratulated the ribbon winners, including Mike Hall who was a first-time winner and Kath-

leen Dombi, Best of Show winner with her ñBed of Roses.ò  Karon expressed her thanks to everyone 

(including her husband) for a good show. 

Karon reported a show income of more than $33,000 and expenses of $19,000 plus.  After deducting an 

amount for the 2018 Quilt Show, Karon presented a check for $14,000 to the Guild.  Attendance was 1,625 for 

the two days of the show.  Sales of Opportunity Quilt tickets amounted to $3,868.  Marsha Santow won the 

opportunity quilt, Terry Davis won the tote, and Donna Wendel won the miniature. 

The drawing of ticket sales earned by members included two baskets at a value of $591 each and 9 books.  

Ten more books will be awarded at the March meeting.  Basket winners were: Rosie Garza and Jean Nickila.  

Winners of Volunteer awards received fabric donated by show vendors.  They were:  Lucy Klaas, Terry Davis 

and Sylvia Moreno. 

2018 Quilt Show:  Alice Gibson, Chairperson, revealed the Opportunity Quilt for the 2018 Quilt Show, 

ñSewing with the Stars.ò  Lila Helm made the quilt, ñAmish With A Twist Two.ò  The show will be held Jan-

uary 26-27, 2018.  Alice issued a call for many quilts for the show.   

Show Challenge:  Choose a star quilter, designer, etc. who influenced you in your quilting journey and include 

a ñpaperò story about this experience.  Quilt must be 24ò x 24.ò Specifics will be posted on the website. 

She said Judy Brown is negotiating with Ricky Tims for a class/lecture at the Quilt Show and another star 

quilter, Karen Stone, plans to present also. 

Opportunity quilt tickets are ready for pickup and Alice encouraged all members to sell or buy their tickets.  

Business Meeting Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted by Evelyn Fincher, acting for Judi Swanda, Secretary. 
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This was a great class. Girls are getting more comfortable with the sewing machines. The girls managed to 

complete their own messenger bag. The youngest was 6 year old. A big thanks goes to all the volunteers. Our 

next project will be a quilt. We are looking for sponsors for 15 youth. We will need 10" blocks. Each girl will 

need 40 blocks, 5/8 yard for binding, 3 1/4 yards for backing.  If each bee sponsors a youth it would 

be  wonderful. Anything you can help with would be appreciated. Please call or text me if you want to    

sponsor a youth.  Thanks, Florea Flores 956-648-4833 

Military Service Quilts are getting busier all the time! We received over 20 nominations at the quilt show & 

several since then. Presentations are being scheduled. We are looking for a co-chair (or 2), hopefully someone 

in the Valley year round, as there are presentations requested & other bundling days to get the quilt tops made 

during the sew days quilted. Please let Carla Mewhinney or Deb Blackbourn know if you might be interested 

in co-chairing a very worthwhile program! 

 Trophy Gardens hosted a great Sew Day on Wednesday & we got 44 wheelchair quilt tops done! They also 

served the approximately 24 ladies a great salad luncheon. We all had a great time! 

 On Tuesday, March 7, Green Gate Grove is hosting another Sew Day. They will be providing lunch also! I 

know many ladies were busy Wednesday and couldn't make it. Please plan on attending this Sew Day at 

Green Gate Grove. We always have a good time. Come, have fun, meet new friends & sew a quilt top or two! 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 Thanks, Blessings  Deb 
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Judy Steward will be here in March and will be teaching free motion quilting on your home machine (on 
March 8 and 10) and painting fabric (on March 9.) The samples Judy sent look wonderful: 
 
Painting Fabric 

 
In the circle quilt the ñbackgroundò fabric is some of her painted fabric. This is 
more of an overall painting to create a piece of fabric you may want for       
background or to cut up and use as a portion of a quilt 
 
The smaller sample shows that you can paint a scene and quilt it as if it was a 
picture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Machine Quilting 
 
The machine quilting sample shows the stages we will go through 
starting with the basic shapes. 
 
The top left pink fabric of the sample with her name in it, is an example 
of the basic shapes used in all designs. The second step is to follow 
lines. The shapes we use are the hearts, spools and leaf design. The 
third step is finding filler designs like swirls, circles, loops and count-
less other ones that students find success in creating. We will also 
touch on trapunto. 
 
Judy starts the class talking about threads, needles, batting, marking, and tricks to help. This information 
comes from over 25 years of machine quilting on her domestic sewing machine for herself and other. 
 
There are a few openings for the Wednesday, March 8 class. 
 
We are looking for free motion quilters in our group for the April or May meeting to serve on a panel. If you 
can help, please contact programs@rgvqg.com. Also, if you received a scholarship last year, please contact 
the same email to schedule your demo or report. Thank you. 
 
Please watch our website and Facebook for news of online registration becoming available in the next few 
weeks. 
There are openings in this class for Thursday, March 9. 
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Basket winners were: Rosie Garza and Jean Nickila.   

I only need a membership form if you are a new member, a returning member or a renewing member whose 

information (address phone email) has changed.  The membership form is available on the forms page of our 

website, rgvqg.com.  Please fill out the form online, then print and bring with you.   

Renewing members without changes do NOT need to fill out the membership form.  

We have 276 members in the Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild.  This just the 2017 members.  2016 members 

that did not renew their membership have been removed from both the sign-in sheets and the email group for 

newsletter notification. 

New members have never belonged to our guild before.  Returning members were members in the past, but 

not the prior year.  Renewing members were members in the prior year.  The following are the memberships 

received since the last newsletter. 

Welcome New Members ï Julie Anderson, Rosa Arriaga, Laura Deschamps, Linda Franklin, Marilyn Hensz, 

Diane Hoyt, Andrea Lane. 

Welcome back returning members ï No returning members this month. 

Welcome back renewing members ï Doris Anderson, Chris Colborn, Cindy Ellis, Carolyn Fox, Rosa Gar-

za, Melinda Goodman, Elaine Hall, Becky Hanshaw, Mary Jo Havertape, Sylvia Martinez, Barbara McMil-

len, Laural Powell, Linda Salazar, Carol Schilling, Kathryn Smith, Barbara Walker. 

I will not be publishing address or email info in the newsletter.  Address and email info for all members is 

now available online on the alligator page.  You will need a password to open the directory.  The newer mem-

bership ID cards will have the info needed to access the online directory on the back of the ID card.  If your 

ID card does NOT have the directory info on the back, please see me at the next meeting and Iôll give you a 

sticky label to put on the back of your ID card.  Otherwise, please contact me if you want the password for the 

online directory.   

Bonnie M Hall (membership@rgvqg.com) or 740-398-1629 (call or text)  

mailto:membership@rgvqg.com
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мǎǘ - ¢ŜȄŀǎ {ǳƴǊƛǎŜ ōȅ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ /ƻƻƪŜ 

нƴŘ - [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ {ƛƭƘƻǳŜǧŜǎ        

ōȅ WǳŘȅ .Ǌƻǿƴ 

нƴŘ - {ƘŀƭƻƳ                            

ōȅ !ƴƴŀ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊ 

оǊŘ - ϦCƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ IŜŀǊǘϦ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ           

ōȅ  aƻƴƛŎŀ aȅŜǊǎ 

Ia -  aƻǝƻƴ ²ŀǾŜ              

ōȅ aŀǊȅ CƛƴƴŜƎŀƴ 



 

мл 

мǎǘ - bƻŀƘϥǎ !Ǌƪ ōȅ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ 
нƴŘ -  ¢ǿƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ aŀǊƛŜ {ŜŀōǊƻƻƪ 

оǊŘ - tȅǊŀƳƛŘ vǳƛƭǘ ōȅ !ƴƴ .ŜǊƎŀƴ 
Ia -  ²ƛƴǘŜǊ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ                                

ōȅ .ŜǾŜǊƭȅ CƭŜƳƛƴƎ 



 

мм 

мǎǘ -  aȅ tǊƛǎƳŀǝŎ {ǘŀǊ                                  

ōȅ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ IŜŀǊƴǎōŜǊƎŜǊ 

нƴŘ -  LƴŘƛƎƻ vǳƛƭǘ                     

ōȅ WǳŘȅ .Ǌƻǿƴ 

оǊŘ -  wŀƛƴōƻǿ {ǿƛǊƭǎ   ōȅ 

¢ŜǊǊȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

Ia -  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΣ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳ ¢Ƙƛǎ CƭŀƎ CƭƛŜǎ    

ōȅ tŀǧȅ IƻŜǊ 



 

мн 

мǎǘ - !ƭŀǎƪŀ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ                                    

ōȅ aŀǊƎŜ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ 

нƴŘ - 5ŀȅ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ               

ōȅ WŜŀƴ /ƭƛƴŜ 

оǊŘ -  {ǿŜŜǘ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ hƭŘ [ŀǾŜƴŘŜǊ  ōȅ 

bŀƴŎȅ .ǳǎƘ 

ό!ōƧŜŎǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜύ 

Ia -  ¢Ŝŀ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ WŀƳ                     

ōȅ aŀǊȅ CƛƴƴŜƎŀƴ 



 

мо 

мǎǘ -  .ŀǊƎŜƭƭƻ .ƭǳŜǎ  

ōȅ WŜŀƴ /ƭƛƴŜ 

нƴŘτ.ŜŘ ƻŦ wƻǎŜǎ  

оǊŘ -  CƛŜǎǘŀ aŜȄƛŎƻ                                

ōȅ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ .Ǌȅŀƴǘ 

Ia -  aƻƻƴƎƭƻǿ  

ōȅ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ Iŀƭƭ 
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мǎǘ -  !ƳŀȊƻƴ {ǘŀǊ                                           

ōȅ Wǳƭƛŀ IŀƴƭŜȅ 

нƴŘ -  DŜŜǎŜ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎ                      

ōȅ WƻȅŎŜ hǎōƻǊƴ 

оǊŘ -  bŜǿ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ hƭŘ LŘŜŀ                              

ōȅ WŜŀƴ /ƭƛƴŜ 

Ia -  ! YŀƭŜƛŘƻǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ YƻƭƻǊ                           

ōȅ Wƻ /ƻǊŜȅ 



 

мр 

мǎǘ -  .ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ !ƭōǳƳ                                      

ōȅ WŜŀƴ /ƭƛƴŜ 

нƴŘ -  ¦Ǉ bƻǊǘƘ                                             

ōȅ WǳŘƛǘƘ LƴƎǊŀƳ 

оǊŘ -  5ŀƛǎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀōƛƴ                               

ōȅ aŀȄƛƴŜ tƛƭŎƘŜǊ 

Ia -  CŀƴŎȅ 5ǊŜǎŘŜƴ tƭŀǘŜ ¢ƛŜ vǳƛƭǘ           

ōȅ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ wƘƻŀŘŜǎ 



 

мс 

мǎǘ -  vǳƛƭǘŜŘ WŀŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ .ŀƎ 

ōȅ [ȅƴƴŜ .Ŝƴǎƻƴ 

нƴŘ -  [ŜŀǘƘŜǊ /ǊƻŎƘŜǘ                            

ōȅ !ƴƴŀ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊ 

оǊŘ -  IŀǊƳƻƴȅ WŀŎƪŜǘ                                            

ōȅ aŀǊƛŀƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 
Ia - .ŀǊƎŜƭƭƻ WŀŎƪŜǘ             

ōȅ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ 



 

мт 

мǎǘ -  wƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ±ƛŜǿ - .                             

ōȅ aƛƪŜ Iŀƭƭ 

нƴŘ -  !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ŀŦŀǊƛ                                             

ōȅ 5ƻƴƴŀ ²ŜƴŘŜƭ ϧ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

оǊŘ -  Cǳƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀŎƘ                                

ōȅ [ƛƴŘŀ hǎōƻǊƴŜ ϧ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
Ia -  wƻǿ vǳƛƭǘ                                               

ōȅ !ƴƴ .ŜǊƎŀƴ ϧ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 



 

му 

мǎǘ -  5ŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ ±ŀǊƛŀǝƻƴ   

ōȅ aŀǊƛŀƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

нƴŘ -  {ȅŘ ό5Ŝŀƴϥǎ tƛƎύ                                    

ōȅ tŀǘ {ƪȅŜ 

оǊŘ -  ¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ¢ǊŜŜ           

ōȅ tŀǘ /ƻƻǇŜǊ 

Ia -  .ǳǧŜǊƅȅ                                                            

ōȅ 9Ǌǿƛƴ bƛǎǘƭŜǊ 


