
President’s 

Threads That Bind 
What an inspiring program from our speaker, Betty 

Chouinard. I haven’t seen the members so excited 

about a technique for a long time. 

 

The hot part of the summer is upon us, at least in 

Texas, so it’s a good time to stay inside and sew. Our 

next speaker, Pat Cooper, will do a trunk show, but 

you may never look at “fibers” the same way 

afterward. She is a very creative lady.  

 

As the days roll by, Veteran’s Day is coming closer. I 

hope we start to see red, white and blue quilts at 

Show and Tell. And 2026 is the 250th anniversary of 

the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

Somehow, I think red, white and blue may start to 

appear often in our Show and Tell. I hope so. 

 

We are still in need of a chair for the Military 

Service Quilts, a lower valley Beekeeper and a person 

or persons to organize Friendship Day. I will be 

happy to share what is and what is NOT expected in 

those positions. And just because “We’ve always done 

it that way!” is heard, the only constant thing in life 

is change. 

 

Enjoy your summer and travel safely to and from 

wherever you go. See you again soon! Keep on 

stitchin'! 

  

Diana Wolf, President 
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Sunshine and Shadows 
by Jackie Landon/Kathe Letulle 

There have been many of our members who have 

needed our concern and prayers. We sincerely hope 

that these members know that their Family at the 

Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild are concerned and 

praying for them.   
If you know of those in the Guild who need a card of 

encouragement, get well card, sympathy card, please 

send the person’s name and a general statement to 

sunshine@rgvqg.com 

Most current cards to our sisters are the following: 

Florea  Flores' brother died in July.   

Bev Widdows had knee surgery. 

Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild, P.O. Box 32, Weslaco, TX 78599 - rgvqg.com 
 

RGVQG News 

http://rgvqg.com/
mailto:sunshine@rgvqg.com
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Schoolhouse Classes 
by Dale Shafer and Nancy Malmin 

  

October 17 – Vicki Guerra  

Clip Cushion  

  

November 14 – Erica Barron  

3D Teacup & Saucer  

  

December 19 – Diana Wolf  

Featherweight Spa Day  

   

January 16 – Joy Paugh  

Fun Faces! (raw-edge applique)  

  

February 6 – Cassino Richardson  

Quilting Tips, Shortcuts & Techniques  

  

March 6 – Suzanne Brennan  

Pockets A Plenty tote bag  

  

 Schoolhouse Classes are all set up for this season, 

and we have six, rather than the usual five – just so 

many great things to learn!  Most of the classes will 

be held on the Thursday following the Guild 

meeting; however, in February and March, due to 

conflicts with the Quilt Show and Retreat, the 

classes will be held on the Thursday before the 

Guild meeting.   

  

All classes are held from 9 – 3, at Pharr South, 1402 

S. Cage, in their spacious sewing room.  You may 

bring your lunch or go out to one of the nearby fast-

food  restaurants.  

   

Sign up for the classes is ready now, along with 

pictures and supply lists (Thank You, Bonnie!).  You 

may also see the class samples at the Guild 

meetings. Some of the classes will require pre-class 

work.   

  

Questions?  Please feel free to call or text 

me.  Dale Shafer and Nancy Malmin, Co-chairs for 

Schoolhouse Classes.  

Aloysius alligator 
 

Look for me on our webpage! Click on me and I’ll 

take you to the Members Only 

page.  Remember what I am.  I’m 

also the keeper of the 

directories.  Please add a two-

digit year to open a directory. 

 

 

Membership Information 
by Debbie Williams 

As of the AUG Guild meeting, we had a total of 234 

members This is down slightly from the 240 total 

members that we had in 2023. 

 

Your membership dues are one of the largest 

income generators for the guild each year.  For 

the 2024 calendar year we ended with a total of 

233 members.  This is very similar to where we 

ended for 2023.  Beginning October 1st, I will 

start excepting the membership dues for 

2025.  Officially your dues are good from 

January 1st through the end of December, but 

if you want to be proactive…you can certainly 

pay early. 

 

Membership Contest: 

How would you like to earn a free Program Class 

for next year?  This has a value of $45 and 

provides you with the opportunity to learn new 

quilting skills and enjoy a day with your 

friends!  More details will follow in the next 

couple of months, but here are a few of the 

basics: 

 

* From October 1st thru the end of February, 

2025, you can earn one credit for each new 

member that you get to join the guild.  The guild 

member generating the most new members 

https://www.rgvqg.com/members-only.html
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/schoolhouse-october-2024
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/schoolhouse-november-2024
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/schoolhouse-december-2024
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/schoolhouse-january-2025
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/schoolhouse-february-2025
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/schoolhouse-march-2025
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during this time frame will be declared the 

winner. 

 

* You will need to be a paid member yourself in 

order to participate. 

 

* Qualifying “new members” can either be 

individuals that have never previously been a 

guild member OR individuals who were not a 

member in 2024, but have previously been a 

member. 

 

The online form will be revised to include a field 

for the referring member to fill in with their 

name to get credit.  It will be the responsibility 

of the referring member to make sure that 

their name is on the forms of all qualifying new 

members. 

So start thinking now about who you would like 

to invite to join you in the RGV quilt guild 

benefits.  This is the perfect place to 

strengthen your quilting skills and meet new 

friends. 

Please email Debbie Williams 

at membership@Rgvqg.com if you have questions or 

need assistance. 

 

Military Service Quilts 
There are bundled quilts ready to be quilted. 

Please consider helping out this way. Two Sew 

Days have been scheduled in January; watch for 

more information! 

Also Lucy Klaas will be stepping down at the end of 

the year. It’s very rewarding and we hope someone 

will be willing to take over. Think and pray on it, if 

you think you might be interested. 

 

In Memoriam 
We were able to create a digital slide show for 

the 2024 Quilt Show that allowed us to honor the 

members who are no longer with us.  Please notify 

Bonnie Hall when you are aware of someone who 

has passed.  She keeps a file of names and 

obituaries, but she is not always aware of a death.   

It does not matter if the person has returned up-

North or hasn’t been a member recently, we want 

to remember them.  Each of you are the key to 

make sure no one is left out.  

 

Give with Bing 
Another way to support RIO GRANDE VALLEY 

QUILT GUILD is through Give with Bing 

Microsoft Rewards lets you support RIO GRANDE 

VALLEY QUILT GUILD through its Give with Bing 

program. After signing up and selecting our 

organization, you can earn rewards points just for 

searching the web with Bing. Microsoft then turns 

those points into cash donations to us. 

The program is free--you just need to sign up with 

a Microsoft account. As of May 2021, Microsoft 

Rewards has donated more than [$6.5 million] to 

nonprofits around the world. 

Join now RIO GRANDE VALLEY QUILT GUILD 

(Give with Bing)     

http://www.bing.com/give 

Microsoft Edge uses Bing.  You can also get the  

Bing app for iPad, iPhone and Android.  Please call 

Bonnie, 740-398-1629, if you need help setting up 

Give with Bing. 

Social Media Expansion 
by Laural Powell 

 

mailto:membership@Rgvqg.com
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We have expanded our social media presence!  

For some time the Guild has had a closed 

Facebook group, as Rio Grande Valley Quilt 

Guild. This means you must answer some questions 

and then be allowed into this group.  

 

The Guild Board has voted to keep this group to 

members only. This is to provide a space for our 

members to post and comment where they will 

know it will only be seen by Guild members. 

 

The Guild Board also understands some may want 

to share what our guild is doing with their friends. 

Then others are introduced to our guild through 

our quilt show and/or community service efforts, 

and want to know more about our guild. So, we 

created a Facebook page at Rio Grande Valley 

Quilt Guild Texas. This page can be viewed and 

followed by anyone interested in our guild. 

Additionally, we have reactivated the Guild’s 

Instagram account, which anyone can follow at Rio 

Grande Valley Quilt Guild or @rgvqgtx.  

 

So, now anyone can follow the Guild on our 

Facebook page and Instagram account, while Guild 

members can have privacy by joining the Guild’s 

closed Facebook group. If you need help accessing 

any of these, contact me at joinfb@rgvqg.com. 

 
 

Community Service 
by Chris Cowan 

It’s great to be part of such a generous group! 

Unfortunately no one has submitted anything this 

month. Remember you can report online or print a 

donation form to bring to a meeting and/or mail it 

to me. 

We need to update the online site. Please go to 

the locations by city and see if we need to remove 

or add locations.  Let us know so we can get it up 

to date.  It would be greatly appreciated! 

 

Retreat News 
by Kathe Letulle 

2025 RETREAT DATES 

Friendship Star – March 10 - 14, 2025  

Bluebonnet Friends – March 16 - 20, 2025 

 

At the June Guild Meeting, we had two more 

Wait-List Sign ups.  As we all know, Life 

Happen and everyone has a chance to go to 

retreat at one time or another.  If you have 

any idea about attending retreat – just text, 

phone or email to get your name on the wait 

list. 

The Retreat Shirts (golf style with collar) are 

available to pre-order at $30 each and must be 

pre-paid.  Red for Friendship Star and Royal 

Blue for Bluebonnet.  If you wish to order a 

Retreat shirt, either e-mail or text message 

with your size, then mail a check made out to 

me – Kathe Letulle.  The first order will go in 

October 1, 2024, so the shirts can be ordered 

in bulk and they will be delivered once they are 

embroidered    The next order date will be 

January 1, 2025 and delivery will be at retreat 

(or maybe sooner).  All attendees are asked to 

wear a red or blue shirt one day during the 

appropriate retreat.  It is nice to see that one 

color for the day. 

Have a very blessed day! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact me. 

Blessings, 

Kathe Letulle 
 

1001 Segovia – Mercedes, TX 78570-7100 

956-272-2377 

retreat@rgvqg.com 

 

 

 

mailto:retreat@rgvqg.com
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RGV Quilt Show 
By Renee Darkis 

2025 

Looking for new 

quilts from old 

things. That’s the 

idea behind the 

new recycled/ 

upcycled category. 

It’s an opportunity 

to share those 

quilts that just 

can’t compete with 

that brand new 

thousand pieces 

quilt that is in the 

same category. 

I also hope that you will consider making a jacket out 

of recycled things. That would be beautiful. I have 

seen so many ideas on pinterest lately. I saw a vest 

of doilies that was gorgeous! 

The guidelines are on the website. Please check them 

out. 

Remember we need your quilt to make our show 

shine. 

Opportunity quilt ticket sales 

Sales are going well. As you may have seen there is a 

great picture of the quilt on Facebook and on the 

website. As of this newsletter we have sold $765 in 

tickets and $20 in donations.  Sell, sell,sell. This is 

one of the main fundraisers and we need everyone to 

participate. If each member sells 4 books of ticket 

we will meet our goal! 

Have fun quilting.  

Renee 

Allison Rainboth will return as our appraiser for 

the 2025 show.  She is looking forward to working 

with us for this show as she was unable to come 

last year!  Read the article on page 9 written by 

Debi Warner for Quilt Hub before her passing.  It 

clearly lays out the reasons for having a quilt 

appraised! 

 

Challenges 
This year as in the past there are two challenges 

that are begging for your ideas. Let’s put on those 

thinking caps and get started. Have fun creating! I 

can hardly wait to see what you make. 

 

2025 Chair’s Choice 

Chairs Choice will require an element of the 

Mexican culture in the Valley. This could 

represent colors, designs or holidays.  

Any size as long as it does not exceed the 

maximum perimeter of 480 inches. 

On the entry form Please include an explanation of 

what inspired you and the origin of the quilt. 

 

2025 Challenge

 
The challenge is to create a fiber piece that 

showcases the diversity of Texas. 

This must be an original piece and should not 

include any breakable embellishments. The size is 

limited to a maximum of 72-inch perimeter. If it’s 

a circle or odd shape the diameter shouldn’t 

exceed 18 inches.  
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Boutique News 
By Carmen Avila 

 

The ladies at the Queen City Bee have been 

fabulous.  I was out for 3 weeks with some 

personal health issues and on my return, they 

surprised me with the awesome items they have 

been working on for the Boutique.  I am truly 

blessed to be a member of this bee.  I don’t have 

words to express my appreciation for their 

contribution.   

 

I had an opportunity to look through last year’s 

unsold items packed away in a tote.  As a 

suggestion, we need to be mindful, creative and 

selective as to the items we have for this year. I 

will share from the Nov ’23 newsletter the list of 

items that did NOT SELL:  Plain table runners, 

wine glass cozies, tissue box covers, eye glass 

holders, long stockings, casserole carriers and 

football team labeled fabric aprons (too many of 

the same team),  

 

Now for the list of items that sold well: Greeting 

cards, Earrings made of quilted shapes, Pin 

cushions, Lap quilts, pillowcases, decorated aprons, 

potholders, small wall hangings, small children 

stuffed animals or teddy bears.  

 

I have received the following from various donors, 

a container with very nice cactus pin cushions, 

teddy bears, and tote bags. Thank you! Thank you! 

Thank you!  We are off to a good start, but we 

should not procrastinate because Feb 14 is not too 

far from now.   

 

I have several ladies volunteering to help with the 

show and will need several more so that we have 

good coverage at all times of the show.  I still 

don’t have the “pledge form” but in the meantime, 

please contact me via email: mcavila27@gmail.com 

with your pledge and/or commitment.  Also, I will 

be at the meetings to receive items you may have 

completed.      

  

Remember, written pledges/commitments will 

solidify the offer and will help me to know who will 

be doing what.  I do much better when I have 

something written to help me remember.     

 

Please keep these points in mind as you consider 

item donations 

 please be mindful of the quality of your 

donations  

 ensure that items are clean and free of 

offensive orders 

 price the items  

 

Bee News 
 

Hey there! I'm so happy to share some fantastic 

news with you! At Fiber Arts Unlimited, we're 

celebrating individual artists and providing a 

supportive space for learning and showing off their 

excellent work. Our group is where we improve our 

craft, have great conversations, and find inspiration. 

Whether you dream of becoming a fiber artist or 

just love the craft, we'd love for you to join us and 

let your creativity soar with fibers! It's not just 

about the final piece but the whole journey—from 

creating and discovering new materials to expressing 

yourself through fiber art. If you enjoy hands-on 

work and love a good challenge, we'd be thrilled to 

have you with us at Fiber Arts Unlimited. We usually 

meet every 2nd and 4th Monday at the Upper Valley 

Art League from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm. You can join us 

in person or on Zoom at 921 E 12th St, Mission, TX. 

For more information, contact Pat Cooper at 830-

391-1465 or pcpatlcooper@gmail.com.  

Thanks a bunch!  

Florea Flores, Beekeeper 
 

Queen City Bee 

By Josie McVey 

It is known that a single bee will create about 0.8g 

of honey during her lifetime.  Let me tell you all, each 

one of the bees at QC Bee is creating enough honey 

mailto:mcavila27@gmail.com
mailto:pcpatlcooper@gmail.com
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to spread throughout. Their enthusiasm continues to 

rise with each challenge.   

  

A member is out for a few weeks and returns to find 

beautiful items quilted, sewn, and put together for 

gifting to its community, family, and friends.  The 

scissors cut precision shapes for blocks to be sewn, 

the humming of the thread as it flows through its 

path of creation, the mindful layering in preparation 

for the decorative quilting stitch and finally, the 

thread puts down its binding and Wala, a new piece 

of beautiful creation is presented.   

  

The bee has had a day class on how to make teddy 

bears and another on how to make bags.  We will 

continue to have classes for new members and for 

those who did not have an opportunity to be 

present.  The ladies are learning to make pillowcases, 

baby blankets, teddy bears, large and small 

totes.  Many of these items will be donated to the 

Boutique/Guild Show.   We share information, fabric, 

and the how-to’s. Nothing too large or impossible 

when we come together.  Honey is being created!    

  

The Queen City Bee excitement and camaraderie is 

felt at the Haswell and word is getting out.  We 

highly encourage and expect that each new member 

become a RGVQG member because of the many 

blessings we have received from the guild.   

 

 
 

Scrap Block Draw  
by Chris Cowan 

On pause until further notice. 

 

 

Treasurer Report 
 

A “link” to monthly Treasurer’s Reports and 

other treasury documents can now be found on 

the “members only” page of the Guild’s website: 

rgvqg.com and the reports will no longer be 

published in the newsletter 

 

 

Programs 
By Josie McVey  

On Saturday, September 14, 2024 we are looking 

forward to having Pat Cooper present a lecture on 

“Quilts and Art Quilts, a Continuum.” Fiber Arts 

Unlimited is more than just a quilt group.  Alternate 

methods of design like painting, dyeing, weaving, 

felting and Kumihimo (Japanese braiding) are used in 

making art quilts. For this lecture the talk will focus 

on some of our “Art” quilts that use a variety of 

techniques and fibers.  

 

On Friday, October 11, 2024 we look forward to 

having Joyce Teng deliver a class, Dreamy Flower 

Field: Fabric Inking. We will learn to create wildly 

colorful flower fields on white fabric and inspire the 

https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/october-program-class
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artist within. Participants will learn six techniques to 

create a colorful harmony using Tsukineko Inks. This 

will be a hands-on experience.  The fee for the kit is 

$30.00. 

On Saturday, October 12, 2024 Joyce Teng will 

provide a lecture presentation on  

“Create Enchantive Fabric with Washable Tsukineko 

Inks.” 

 

On Saturday, November 9, 2024 we look forward to 

having Dr. Lisa Irby provide a Color Theory Lecture: 

Color Splash—May I Complement You? Dr. Irby’s aim 

through this presentation is to heighten our love of 

color and embolden us to take a dare and explore the 

full spectrum of the beauty of color.  To stretch our 

imagination about what works well and see what else 

might work, also. 

 

On Friday, December 13, 2024 we have Betty 

Chouinard teaching a class on a Mini Plaid-ish Quilt 

(scrappy).  

On Saturday, December 14, 2024 we will have a zoom 

lecture presentation by Emily 

Bailey with Aunt Em’s Quilts on “Discover the 

Possibilities Hidden in Your Scraps.” 

 

On Friday, January 10, 2025 we will have Sue Heinz 

provide a workshop on  

“Caffeinated Quilting.”  This workshop is based on 

her latest book by the same title.  Sue Heinz is the 

owner of Kismet Quilting LLC, and the author of two 

Drawn to Mastery series workbooks, Fill Harmonics, 

Elemental Designs.  She has also developed a range 

of innovative and easy-to-use marking tools and 

quilting rulers.  

On Saturday, January 11, 2025 Sue Heinz will have a 

lecture presentation on  

“You’ve Got a Friend Named Elmer.” 

 

On Saturday, March 8, 2025 we look forward to 

having the RUMMAGE SALE at Casa del Sol in 

Donna, chaired by Nancy Malmin.  Let’s come 

together and assist Nancy with organizing, setting 

up, and gathering items that will become someone 

else’s treasures. 

On April 11 & 12, 2025 we will have a class and 

lecture presentation by an upcoming Guild member, 

Erica Barron, she is  full of Energy, Enthusiasm, and 

Excited to share her talent.  Final arrangements 

pending. 

 

We have pending contracts for May, June, August, 

and November for 2025.  

Months available February, July, September, 

October and December for 2025. We do have some 

leads that we are working on, but welcome 

suggestions for lecture presentations and classes.  

 

Please go on our Guild website, rgvqg.com, and read 

up on the presenters/instructors and support our Rio 

Grande Valley Quilt Guild.  We guarantee that 

attending with an open mind you will learn at least 

one thing, but more important than that is coming 

together with our “Quilting Family,” gathering with 

those who share the same passion and willing to help 

us learn. 

 

 

Day 1 Bags 

Great news from Alyssa Gonzalez, our District  

co-ordinator, we exceeded the 15 quilts promised!! 

She received 24 quilts. If you have one started, 

you are ahead of the game for next year 2025. 

You can contact her, text (best) or call her cell 

phone at (956) 578-3352 or via email  

agonzalez@nplexusrgv.com.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:agonzalez@nplexusrgv.com
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/2024-december-program-class
https://form.jotform.com/rgvquiltguild/january-program-class-2025
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RGVQG General Meeting 

Minutes 
RIO GRANDE VALLEY QUILT GUILD 

August 10, 2024 

Diana Wolf called our meeting to order. Josie 

McVey introduced Betty Chouinard, our speaker 

for the morning. She gave us a great program 

called “How did you make that?” 

Old Business: 

The treasurer’s report – Mike Hall – report will be 

placed on file for audit. 

The secretary’s report – Lila Helm – report will be 

filed as printed. 

Membership – Debbie Williams – 47 members 

present, 13 members present on Zoom and 2 

guests present. October 1st membership tickets 

for 2025 will be for sale. There will be a contest 

to see who gets the most new members for next 

year. The prize is a gift certificate for a program 

class. 

Community Service – Chris Cowan is still having a 

problem getting the forms filled out and turned in. 

Newsletter – Chris Cowan – Articles need to be in 

as soon as possible. 

Programs – Josy McVey – Josy has several great 

programs lined up for the upcoming season. They 

are all listed in the newsletter. 

President – Diana Wolf – Diana announced a change 

of venue for September and October. November 

and December will be at the Church of the 

Nazarene. Diana is also looking for a volunteer to 

organize Friendship Day. 

Renee Darkis wants everyone to know that the 

Opportunity Quilt Ticket sales are up to $795 on 

the thermometer. 

Committee Reports: 

Fat Quarter Draw – Carrah Maney and Melissa 

Bradley – They took in $69 today and received a 

$25 donation. Melissa is absent so Sandy Bagett 

filled in for her. 

Historian – Donna Otto – Donna has some of the 

documents at her house and has been enjoying 

reading through them. 

Youth Quilting – Florea Flores – Florea Said the 

kids have completed projects and they have some 

registered in the quilt show. 

Quilt Show – Renee Darkis – Renee said they are 

adding another category to the quilt show. 

Upcycled/recycled is the new category. She 

brought a sample of one she had made. It is 

amazing. 

Military Service Quilts – Diana brought some 

wheelchair quilts in to be quilted. 

Schoolhouse – Dale Shafer – Dale has the classes 

all scheduled. Check the newsletter. 

Retreats – Kathe Letulle – Kathe stated that the 

retreats are full, and each one has a waiting list. 

She wants anyone who has a name tag from a 

previous retreat to please bring them with you so 

they can be used again. 

Webmaster – Bonnie Hall – Bonnie is trying to set 

up mass texting so she can notify everyone of 

current news. She is asking everyone to tell her if 

they know of anyone that has passed away so she 

can include them in the memorial at the quilt show. 

 

 

Debra Warner(This is an article 

written by Debi for Quilting Hub!) 

 

Should I Have My Quilt Appraised? 

Written appraisals are required if you are going to 

send your quilt to an on-the-road quilt show or one 

of the major national shows but for the average 

quilter, what is the value of a quilt appraisal? 

Witten appraisals are required if you are going to 

send your quilt to an on-the-road quilt show or one 

of the major national shows but for the average 

quilter, what is the value of a quilt appraisal? 

 

Should I Have My Quilt appraised? 

  

"If you don't have a written appraisal and 

something happens to the quilt, your insurance will 

only give you the cost of a blanket from a big box 
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store." We've all heard this statement when 

planning for a quilt show that will offer the 

services of a certified appraiser. Generally, this is 

true. 

 

 

But my first experience with a quilt appraiser was 

so much more! The appraiser asked so many good 

questions about my quilt. It really made me think 

that I should probably be recording some of this 

information even if I don't plan to have a certain 

quilt appraised. For example, she asked what 

batting was used in the quilt. Over time, this would 

be helpful to know. 

 

  

 

She also asked about the origin of the fabric and 

KNEW when I wasn't complete in my answer. She 

told me that some of the fabric was older than 

what I had purchased. Oh yeah, some of it came 

from my mother's stash. I forgot about that. 

 

 

Here are some things that you might not know 

about appraisals that might be helpful to you. 

 

There are standards that quilt appraisers follow. 

Quilt appraisers are well educated and are 

certified by professional organizations. If you are 

curious, you can research this information. 

Be aware that a retail associate at an antique 

store is probably not certified. Also, if the person 

offers to purchase the quilt, you most likely 

aren't dealing with a certified appraiser as this 

violates their ethics. 

The appraiser will need to see the quilt in person. 

A photograph will not tell the appraiser enough 

about the fabric and the workmanship. 

There is more than one way to appraise a quilt. 

Just as in real estate, some are valued at the fair 

market price. That means the value assigned is the 

same as that for which a similar quilt has sold. 

This method means that you may be able to 

purchase a similar item for the specified amount. 

The comparable quilts would be similar in pattern 

and fabric. These quilts may not appraise for as 

much as the owner might wish, but certainly more 

than a big box store blanket. 

Fair market value is the only method available for 

vintage and antique quilts. 

Another method is reconstruction of a similar 

quilt. This method might be used when a quilt is 

unique in idea, construction, etc. These quilts 

generally have no market equivalent and might 

appraise at a higher value than expected. Labor-

intensive design elements used in reconstruction 

would increase the replacement price. 

Due to the above, an appraisal should be done 

every three to five years. Let's face it, times 

change. 

A history of quilt sales by a quilter would also be 

taken into consideration. Sales receipts for such 

sales should be given to the appraiser. 

A complete description of the quilt, including 

photographs, measurements, and the appraiser's 

workmanship comments are included with the 

appraisal. 

  

 

Today's Internet feed contained a photo of a quilt 

recovered after the tornadoes in Tennessee. 

Luckily, the quilt was in pristine condition. The 

finders are trying to return the quilt to the 

rightful owner. An appraisal document would most 

certainly establish the ownership of such a 

treasure. 

 

 

Asking the question, "Should you have your quilt 

appraised?" The answer is: 

 

What if your children found your great 

grandmother's quilt carefully stored in your attic? 

Would they value it? Would they treat if 

differently if a certified appraisal statement was 

packed with it? I think we know the answer is, 

"Yes!" 
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