
 

  

Calendar 
 
Guild Meeting:   
Saturday Apr 14, 2018,  
         9:00 am to noon 
Alamo Recreational Vehicle Park 
(Alamo Rec-Veh, Main Hall      
1320 W Frontage Road 
Alamo TX 78516 
Carpooling is encouraged.   
Program: Hand Health with Dr. 
Frank Gerold        
      

Board Meeting:  
Wednesday Apr 11, 2018 
Quilt Show Board 9:30 am to 
noon , Guild Board 1-2 pm 
Both at Renee’s Fiber Art Quilting 
School.  
1623 N Tower Rd,  
Alamo, TX  78516 
 

Military Service Quilts: 
60” x 72” finished 
Red, white and blue  
combinations, Contact Carla 
Mcwhinney or Renee Darkis for 
more information.   
 

Programs: 

May: Pris (Pricilla) Wodzinski - Mus-
ings from a Quilter’s Spouse 
  
June:  Diana Wolf - Quilting and Pro-
portions  

July: Dora Waufle - Lec-
ture and demo: Using 
Mixed Media in 
Quilting  

 

PRESIDENTS THREADS THAT BIND 
Our guild has been blessed with awesome national educators.  Marci Baker has 
divulged a wealth of tips to aid in advancing your quilting education.  Those who 
were not able to attend classes and/or the meeting really missed out.  In the fu-
ture, the presenter will be at the beginning of the meeting and before break to 
ensure that the information presented can be absorbed and maintained for fu-
ture use.  The business meeting will be held after the break. 

The 2019 Opportunity Quilt is absolutely beautiful.  The proud winner will receive 
a quilt appraised at $1300.  Tickets are available NOW as well as requesting 
showing of the quilt for ticket sales.  For quilt showings to sell OPPORTUNITY 
Quilt tickets, please phone or text Jan Baethke at her  

number listed in Guild contacts. She is ready and willing to assist you in handling 
your request. 

Another month has come and gone with retreat time at hand.  If you have not 
had the opportunity to attend a retreat – save your coins and reserve retreat 
dates.  You will never regret the experience.  As a newbie at the guild and presi-
dent position, I have met and made new friends from guild members at retreat.  
The sharing, comraderies, and welcoming are in abundance – such a pleasure. 
Never have reservations about your level of quilting for not attending a retreat - 
the diversity of levels is from one  
extreme to the other.  Never an issue at any level, as someone is there to lend a 
hand.  No intimidation. 
Schoolhouses are a real plus to the guild.  Our own members devote their time to 
teach old and new methods to assist any level of quilter to be the best.  Thanks to 
all who teach. 

For those who are heading to parts other than the valley, have safe  
travels.  You will be missed but looking forward to your return next  
season.  Those of us who are staying in the valley, getting 
together over the next few months will be rewarding. 
We are all bound together by a common thread – quilting! 

See Ya! 

Kathe 
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Newsletter of the Rio Grand Valley Quilt Guild 

Life in Stitches 
Published in March, 2018 

In an effort to preserve some privacy, contact phone numbers, emails, and addresses  
can be found on the Guild’s Contacts page on the web.   
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RIO GRANDE VALLEY QUILT GUILD GENERAL MEETING – – March 10, 2018  

The meeting was opened by Kathe LeTulle, President, at 9:00 AM. 

Alice Gibson, 2018 Quilt Show Chairperson, presided over the unveiling of the 2019 Opportunity Quilt.  Marci Baker, today’s 
speaker, is the designer of the quilt pattern.  The Weslaco Bee made the quilt.  It has been appraised for $1400.00.   

Sheets are available for the guidelines for the 2019 Quilt Show Challenge.  The theme is “This Land is Our Land”. 

Evelyn Fincher, Scholarship Chairperson, presented Rosario Garcia and Eric Vega with the 2018 scholarships.   

Elaine Muzichuk introduced our speaker, Marci Baker.  Marci provided a program on Top Secret Tips. 

11:10 Kathe LeTulle opened the Business Meeting. 

Library – is asking that before you leave the valley for the summer, please return your library books. 

School House – Karen Dill – announced that the School House classes will be on the website allowing the members to register 

on line. 

Newsletter – Diana Wolf reminds everyone that the 15th is the due date for articles in the newsletter. 

2020 Quilt Show Chairman is needed. 

Block of the Month – Bonnie Cassidy:  Jesse Vandenberg was the February winner.  Jesse brought 2 completed items.  She will 
receive a $25.00 certificate to be used for the guilds classes.  The March blocks were won by Sue Whorl.  The April block of the 
month is April 24, Raindrops.   

Military Service Quilts – Rene Darkis reports that 70-100 tops are now ready to quilt.  Email Rene Darkis or Carla Mewhinney if 
you can quilt one or more quilts.   
Retreat – Karyn Heaney reminds retreat attendees to bring their medical form (on line), bring your RGVQG membership card 

to show for discounts at shops, extension cords, duct tape.  GPS Address is: 325 Mission Valley Road, New Braunfels, TX.  

Programs: Judy Brown announced that the 2018-2019 program details will be on the website this week.  Each class may be 

registered for 6 months prior to the class.  In May the November class will be available. 

The November 2018 RGVQG meeting will be the 3rd Saturday in the month due to the Houston Quilt Show.   

Membership: Bonnie Hall reports that we have 301 members.  150 attendees today with 16 guests. 

Treasurer: Karon Jacobson reported that there is $5,024.69 in the bank.  The taxes have been paid.  

Secretary: The February minutes were approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Community Service: Rick Redd showed the new Community Service form to be used by the Bee’s for community service  
activity.  In 2017 the guild reported $195,00 dollars in community service.  Rick is challenging the guild to do over $200,000.00   
( two hundred thousand dollars ) for the 2018 year.   

Fabric Draw – Rick and Subie Redd –  

Sunshine and Shadows – Maggie Putney, Jan McCoy’s husband passed.  Maggie asked that the membership inform her of ill-

nesses and deaths.   

The Killer Bees presented fabric, batting and backing for eight quilts to Florea Flores for the youth classes at the Texas A&M 

Agri-Life Extension. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11.35 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Joy Paugh, Secretary. 



 

4 

 

You may now pay for your membership online using a credit card or PayPal.  If you are not sure you paid your 

dues for 2018, you can verify by checking the sign-in sheet at the guild meetings.  If you are no longer on the sign-

in sheet, you have not yet paid your 2018 dues; you will have to pay the $10 guest fee (or pay the $25 member-

ship) to attend any more meetings.   

We have 301 members in the Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild as of 03/10/2018.   

New members have never belonged to our guild before.  Returning members were members in the past, but not 

the prior year.  Renewing members were members in the prior year.  The following are the memberships received 

since the last membership article. 

Welcome New Members –  Carol A Day, Glenna Gray, Stella Hall, Beate Keith, Kathy Weil. 

Welcome back returning members – Linda Morehead. 

Welcome back renewing members – Dinora Cavazos, Becky Hanshaw. 

I will not publish address or email info in the newsletter.  Address and email info for all members is available 

online on the alligator page.  You will need a password to open the directory.  Your 2018 membership ID cards will 

have the info needed to access the online directory on the back of the ID card.     

Bonnie M Hall (membership@rgvqg.com)  (call or text my contact number). 

RGVQG MEMBERSHIP 

Programs Update 2018 and 2019  
Judy Brown, Program Chair 

 

Details are available on the website rgvqg.com/programs.html.  Online registrations will open six months prior to the 
class.  
 

April 14, 2018 - Hand Health for Quilting with Dr. Frank Gerold 
May 12, 2018 -Pris (Pricilla) Wodzinski - Musings from a Quilter’s Spouse 
June 9, 2018 - Diana Wolf - Quilting and Proportions.  
July 14, 2018 - Dora Waufle - Lecture/demo: Using Mixed Media in Quilting 
August 11, 2018 - Lila Helm - Machine Embroidery  
September 8, 2018 - Friendship Day 
October 13, 2018 - Rummage Sale 
November 15-17, 2018 - Karen K. Stone (Note that this date has been changed due to Houston Quilt Show on our 
normal meeting date. This is the 3rd week, rather than the 2nd.) 
 Classes:  Windsor Gardens - November 15; Little Things That Count , November 16; Trunk Show/

Lecture - November 17 
December 7-8, 2018 - Carly Mul 
 Classes:  Sewing Machine - December 7, Trends from Market -Lecture December 8 
January 12, 2019 - Program TBD as this is a busy meeting with Quilt Show Challenge voting and Small Quilts voting 

plus installation of officers and committee chairs. 
February 7-9, 2019 - Weeks Ringle 
 Classes February 7. There will be two 3-hour classes scheduled. You can sign up for both at $45 or Morning or 

Afternoon at $25. 
  Classes:  The Role of Color in Your Quilts - 9:00 - 12:00, Fabric Smackdown - 1:00 - 4:00, Improvisational 

Piecing - February 8 
 Transforming Traditions: Modernism and Quilts - Lecture February 9 
Quilt Show Speaker and Instructor - February 15-16, 2019 - Cathy Geier 
 Maples and Aspen - One class each day 9:00 am - Noon 
 Trunk Show/Lecture - each day at 2:00 
March 7-9, 2019 - To be announced. 
 
Lila Helm will be available at most meetings during the summer to accept class registrations from those without  
             computer access. 
 
Work is beginning on booking the 2019-2020 programs. If you know of someone you would like to see invited, please 
             email programs@rgvqg.com with details. Thank you. 

https://form.jotform.us/70965827884172
mailto:membership@rgvqg.com
http://rgvqg.com/programs.html
mailto:programs@rgvqg.com


 

5 

 

Guild “Kick-Starts” Students’ College Goals 

 

 

Hey, ya’ll members of the Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild, once again we have 
provided two graduating high school seniors with an opportunity to fulfill their dreams 
of Fashion Design careers. 

Rosario Garcia and Erick Vega each received a 2018 scholarship award letter for 
$2,000 at the March 10 Guild meeting. 

 Garcia, a homeschool senior at the Catholic Institute for the Arts and Academics, 
Edinburg, and Erick Vega, a senior at Sharyland High School also in Edinburg, were 
chosen from nine scholarship applicants.   

The criteria for scholarship selection is based on printed Guild guidelines and 
state that the applicant must be a graduating high school senior and plan to attend 
college and major or minor in “the arts related to textiles, including fashion, designing, 
pattern making, study of materials, dyes, color, and other textile-related studies”.  
Other considerations are extracurricular activities and grade point average.  In the 
event there are no qualified high school senior applicants for the two scholarships, 
former scholarship students who plan to continue their studies according to the Guild 
guidelines may apply for consideration. 

Letters were mailed in October 2017 by Evelyn Fincher, High School/College 
Scholarship Committee Chairman, to Rio Grande Valley high school counselors and art 
departments. Other members of the committee are Donna Brown, Judy Bassett, and 
Phyllis Kabay. The committee met following the February 27, 2018 application 
deadline, ranked applicants and sent their recommendations to the Executive Board 
members who approved the final selections. 

Fincher introduced Garcia and Vega. Garcia plans to attend Texas A&M, 
Kingsville, and major in Fashion Design with a minor in Business. 

 She spoke about her sewing and quilting interests and accomplishments and 
showed pictures of her junior sewing class students and their work.  After expressing 
thanks to the Guild and her family, Garcia stated, “I anticipate that with the 
experience I have acquired and further education I will be able to reach my dream of 
designing my own fashion line.” 

Garcia also introduced Adolfo, her father; Guadalupe, her mother, and her sister 
and two brothers, who also sew and quilt.  

Vega plans to attend the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Edinburg.  He 
expressed a desire to pursue a career in Fashion Design and Business.   

“My ultimate goal is to have my own fashion brand,” Vega shared. He also 
thanked the Guild members for providing him with the scholarship opportunity. 

Fincher presented award letters to the students and explained the procedure for 
receipt of the award checks.  A RGVQG representative will present certificates to the 
scholarship winners at their respective high school awards assemblies in May and 
June. 

If you will pardon the incorrect grammar, “Ya’ll done good”. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT   October 2017 

 

          TOTAL ITEMS.....................................1493 

 TOTAL HOURS....................................6288 

 TOTAL VALUE................................$45,588.00 

     

Donated to:                                                    Donated by: 

Harlingen Medical Center   Killer Bees 
Valley Baptist     Victoria Palms 
Dept of Child Protection   Bev Fleming 
American Cancer    Linda Haderis 
Wounded Warriors-Golf   Karen Kowlton 

Salvation Army     TeeBox Quilters 
NICU      Lucy Klass 
Renassance NeoNatal    Natalie Auderson 
Resurrection Respite    Glenda Davis 

VA Outpatient Clinic    Joan Taylor 
                                       
                      

 

 

 

2018 FRIENDSHP STAR RETREAT  

Monday, March 12, fifty-one fabric hungry, sew deprived ladies descended upon John Newcomb Tennis Ranch, New 

Braunfels, Texas for the 2018 Friendship Star Retreat.  Not one attendee could enter the sewing conference center un-

til 3pm – but they were lined up like Black Friday Sales - so anxious to get to their sew stations and set up.  So at 3PM 

the door opened with a welcome, everyone found their own personal sewing station, set up their area AND THE SEW-

ING BEGAN in earnest. 

For three consecutive mornings - one of three area quilt shops came into our domain to demo, show new products, 

donated door prizes, answer questions, and/or sell quilting products to the enjoyment of the group – The Cotton Boll, 

Quilt Haus, and Gone Quiltin’.  The retreaters many thanks to these generous vendors.  

One will never go hungry as the meals are out of this world.  At every breakfast and dinner, door prizes were given to 

attendees – each receiving more than one thanks to the generosity of many attendees, Elaine Hall (the Quilted Cat), 

Laural Powell (GOB Quilts), Kathe Letulle (Quilters This N That Korner) and Urban Elements of New Braunfels. 

Every lady at the retreat has had at least one date with Jack.  There was much discussion among the retreaters about 

Jack and the overwhelming consensus is everyone loves Jack. And let us not forget the Tennis Players.  The youth ten-

nis players were very much in residence and the adult tennis players had to “race all the quilters to meals” so they 

were sure of meals.  All had a great time teasing each other. 

As the 2018 Friendship Star Retreat came to an end, a special THANK YOU was given to everyone who made this re-

treat special and wished SAFE TRAVELS ‘til we meet again.  

Karyn Heaney and Maggie Putney 



 

7 

 

Significant Guild Member Achievement 
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Bee News 
 

 
 
 

 
The Row Quilters Bee is an open group, and meets at the Alamo Country Club each Friday,  10 am  to 2 pm in the 
main hall View Room to sew and share. 
 

 The Weslaco Heritage Quilting Bee has had several very busy seasons sewing the 2019 Opportunity Quilt which 
will be presented at the March guild meeting.   Several members sewed bowl buddies for the quilt show bou-
tique.   Also three military quilt tops were completed ready to be quilted and presented in the fall. 
We are looking forward to the new season this fall. We are an open Bee and would  
welcome new members.  We meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 9:30 am at the 
Grace Episcopal Church parish hall in Weslaco at 701 S. Missouri Avenue.   
 

Killer Bees:  An Open Bee, meets Thurdays at 9:00 am at Sunshine Country Club. We have been 

busy, have done 3-D folded blocks, had our challenge reveal and desert, salad luncheon...with LOTS of deserts 
and some very talented ladies doing the challenge...had a sew day and learned a new way to make bow tie 
blocks, just in time for next years challenge and to go along with the quilts from Paducah that come to Harlingen 
once a year.  Come visit and you can be part of the fun. 
 

The Green Bees of Green Gate Grove are winding down the winter season. We have done so many new things 
and returned to do some of our favorites. We continue to make quilts for veterans and quilts to donate to the 
colonia. Last Tuesday the quilters made 100 teddy bears to donate to a church that sends non perishables to the 
needy. Each basket will receive a teddy bear. Eleven of us are at retreat in New Braunfels. Plenty of sewing and  
a great deal of shopping. What a great week. As some of our quilting friends head to the for the summer, we 

wish them safe travels and a speedy return to their Texas home.  

 
Honeybees Support Each Other and the Community  The Honeybees Quilt Group meets Sewing Room at the 
Fun-N-Sun resort, San Benito.  In addition to socializing, learning new quilting skis and techniques, the Honey-
bees support the local community.  They sew pillow cases and adult bibs for distribution to local assisted living 
facilities and on Thursday mornings, the busy honeybees meet to sew blocks for patriotic quilts that are present-
ed to veterans residing in the park.  Twelve quilts were presented on Veterans Day.  More quilts will be present-
ed in January. 
Among the many activities during December was a field trip to see the Christmas Tree display at the Harlengen 
Arts and Heritage Museum, sewing angel ornaments of white wool and decorated with colorful beads, and other 
ornaments featuring Cathedral Windows and folded ribbon designs  Oh, one of their group projects was a sling 
bag that was the envy of those who did not participate. 

 

  

QUILTERS’ SCHOOLHOUSE 
 

The Quilters’ Schoolhouse classes for the next season are posted on the RGVQG web site under Schoolhouse. Thanks 
to Bonnie Hall you are able to register on line by clicking on Sign Up. The December class is Tiny Stars taught by Judy 
Blum. In January Jan Baethke will be teaching Needle Stars. 

Subie Redd will teach a Transfer, Sew, and Flip technique while you make a placemat or 
table runner. The last Quilters’ Schoolhouse class will be Mega Bow Tuck Tote taught by 
Patty Hoerr. 
                         Thanks to all who have used the RGVQG web site to sign up! 

KUDO,'s to Green Bees from Green Gate... they gave a bolt of muslin and a financial gift 
of $85.00 to Florea Flores for use with the youth project at the Texas A & M Agri-Life Extension.  

Ditto for Killer Bees which donated fabric, batting and backing materials for eight quilt kits. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=701+S.+Missouri+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
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Month #6   
As always if you have any questions, you can contact Laural Powell at gobquilts@gmail.com 
 
Step 1: Gather 2 – 42 ½” strips and 2 – 28 ½” strips of the Contrasting fabric. Sew one 28 ½” strip to one end of 
one 42 ½” strip. Then repeat with the other two strips, creating 2 – 70 ½” strips. Press toward the longer pieces. 
 
Step 2: Gather 2 – 42 ½” strips and 2 – 28 ½” strips of the Feature. Sew one 28 ½” strip to one end of one 42 ½” 
strip. Then repeat with the other two strips, creating 2 – 70 ½” strips. Press toward the shorter pieces. 
 
Step 3: Line up the seams and sew one Feature strip to the side of one Contrasting strip, then 
repeat with the other two strips. Press toward the Feature. 
 
Step 4: Sew the Contrasting side of each Border strip (made in Step 3) to each side of the Quilt 
Top, and press toward the Contrasting fabric. 
 

Irish Traveler Mystery Quilt 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT   Feb 2018 

 

          TOTAL ITEMS.....................................1493 

 TOTAL HOURS....................................6288 

 TOTAL VALUE................................$45,588.00 

     

Donated to:                                                    Donated by: 

 Harlingen Medical Center   Killer Bees 
 Valley Baptist     Victoria Palms 
 Dept of Child Protection   Bev Fleming 
 American Cancer    Linda Haderis 
 Wounded Warriors-Golf   Karen Kowlton 

 Salvation Army     TeeBox Quilters 
 NICU      Lucy Klass 
 Renassance NeoNatal    Natalie Auderson 
 Resurrection Respite    Glenda Davis 

 VA Outpatient Clinic    Joan Taylor 
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Step 5: Gather 2 – 42 ½” strips and 
4 – 14 ½” strips of the Contrasting 
fabric. Sew one 14 ½” 
strip to each end of one 42 ½” 
strip. Then repeat with the 
remaining Contrasting strips, 
creating 2 – 70 ½” strips. Press 
toward the longer piece. 
 Step 6: Gather 2 – 42 ½” strips 
and 2 – 14 ½” strips of the 
Feature. Sew one 14 ½” strip to 
each end of one 42 ½” strip. Then 
repeat with the remaining Feature 
strips, creating 2 – 70 ½” 
strips. Press toward the shorter 
pieces. 
Step 7: Line up the seams and sew 
one Feature strip to the side of 
one Contrasting strip, then 
    repeat with the other two strips. 
Press toward the Feature. 
   Step 8: Gather 4 – 4 ½” squares 
of Feature fabric, and 16 – 2 ½” x 6 
½” rectangles of 
   Contrasting fabric. Create 4 
Roundabouts as in Clue 5. Sew a 
Roundabout to each end of the 
   Border strips (made in Step 7), 
then press toward the Border 
strip. 
   Step 9: Sew the Contrasting side 
of one Border strip to the top side 
of the Quilt Top, and the 
   Contrasting side of one Border 
strip to the bottom side of the 
Quilt Top, then press toward the 
   Contrasting fabric. Your quilt top 
is complete!!! 

Two colorways. 
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GOB Quilts 

102 S. 3rd St.  

Harlingen, TX 78550 

 (956) 648-9709 

Where you can gather with                                                          
friends, learn new skills                                                               
and find great fabrics!                                                                        

Design your next quilt 
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Policy for article submission.   

MS Word or other text document format is vastly preferred over pdf.  Please Include a “headline” or Header for your 

article. I will not spell check or grammar check your articles. Pictures, graphics including clip art should be in .jpeg, .jpg, 

pub, .gif. png or .bmp.  If you have questions, please contact me.  Diana Wolf, Editor 

 

1/4 page    $25.00  
1/2 page:   $50.00             Business Card $10.00                  
Full page: $100.00         Classified Ad: $5.00 or 3 -4 lines  
 
Deadline: 15th of the month to be included in our next 
monthly publication.  
For more details contact:  
Diana Wolf, Editor    cell:  913 -449-1668  
e-mail: newsletter@rgvqg.com  

 

 

RGVQG does not discriminate nor en-

dorse any advertisement placed in Life 

in Stitches.  

RGVQG is not responsible for, nor takes  

responsibility for defective merchandise 

or false advertisements.  

                               Diana Wolf, Editor  

For more information 
For more information about the things mentioned in the newsletter, look on our web page, rgvqg.com  or  
rgvqg .com/alligator  

RGVQG Newsletter Advertising Rates RGVQG Disclaimer 

Longarm Quilting 
services, Custom 

Quilting, Computer 

Renee Darkis 

812-890-1572 
reneedarkis@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
 
Authorized dealer for  
Janome, Handi Quilter,  
Elna and  
Ever-Sewn Dealers 

See our class schedule and 

Sign Up online.  

Repair and Parts Services for All Makes and Mod-

els, Scissor Sharpening. 

Barb and Ron Bergquist—Owners 

Hours:  Monday—Saturday 9 am to 9 pm. 

               Sunday 10 am to 6 pm 

Our online store has fabric, classes, info, batting, 

fusibles and more ! 

Helping You Quilt Love from Fabric In McAllen 

(same complex as Harbor Freight) 

 2706 N. 10th Street, McAllen, TX 78501 

956 638 1961 

email: info@ablockaway.com   

Web:  www.ablockaway.com 


