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President's
Threads That Bind

As the holiday season approaches, we can give
thanks for our blessings and make thoughtful
gifts for family and friends.

For those of us starting to have mobility issues,
walker bags can be useful.

One of our members, Emily Pefia, gave us a
glimpse about how useful fidget quilts can be.

I'm sure Joy Paugh will have many more ideas
when she teaches a Schoolhouse class about
them next year. In the meantime, here are some
thoughts.

Fidget quilts - Comfort and Calm Through
Creativity

Are also known as activity blankets or sensory
quilts. These are comforting lap-sized quilts
designed to provide tactile stimulation and calm
for individuals with dementia, Alzheimer's
disease, autism, or anxiety. They combine
creativity, compassion, and function, offering
both sensory engagement and a sense of
security.

Every fidget quilt is a labor of love—offering

not just warmth but also comfort, engagement,

and a touch of joy. Whether you're making one
for a loved one or contributing o a community
project, remember that thoughtful design and
safe construction make all the difference.

I'm sure all of us wish for joyous holiday
seasons and maybe these thoughts can make a
positive meaningful difference in someone's
life.

May joy come to and follow you the rest of
this year.

Diana Wolf, President

Useful hints on page 2 for making fidget quilts.
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Fidget quilts are generally small enough to rest
comfortably on a person’s lap without dragging to
the floor or becoming cumbersome.

- Typical size: 18" x 24" 10 24" x 30"

* Lap or wheelchair users: 20" x 25" is ideal
Quilts should be lightweight, washable, and easy
to fold or carry.

Things to Include

A great fidget quilt includes a mix of textures,
colors, and interactive elements. Aim for 5-8
sensory features per quilt. Be sure everything is
securely stitched and safe fo handle.

Popular additions:

* Textures: Corduroy, fleece, minky, denim, lace,
satin, burlap, velvet, and cotton

* Fasteners: Large buttons, zippers, snaps,
Velcro strips, and buckles

* Manipulatives: Ribbon loops, beads sewn
securely into pockets, or soft fabric tabs

* Pockets: For tucking in tissues, photos, or small
soft items

* Laces and ties: For simple hand movements and
engagement

* Appliqués or felt shapes: Visually interesting
and fun to touch

« Quiet tactile features: Crinkle material (like
cereal bag plastic) inside fabric squares for soft
sound and feel

Tip: Use a variety of colors and prints but keep

the overall design cheerful and not overwhelming.

Safety and comfort come first. Some materials
and embellishments can cause harm or
discomfort.

Avoid:

* Small or loose parts that could be pulled of f or
swallowed (beads, buttons, or charms not firmly
sewn down)

* Sharp objects or pins, including safety pins,
wire, or metal zippers with rough edges

* Fragile or heavy decorations, like glass beads
or metal jewelry

* Anything glued rather than sewn—adhesives
can loosen with washing

- Excessive bulk or heat-trapping fabrics that
make the quilt heavy or uncomfortable on the lap

- Scents, glitter, or noise makers that might
overstimulate or irritate sensitive individuals

Finishing Tips
+ Use machine washable fabrics and trims.

« Stitch or quilt layers firmly to prevent
shifting.

* Clearly label quilts if donating, with washing
instructions (gentle cycle, air dry).

* Rounded corners and soft bindings are
appreciated for comfort.

Sunshine and Shadows
by Jackie Landon/Kathe Letulle

If you know of those in the Guild who need a card
of encouragement, get well card, sympathy card,
please send the person’'s name and a general
statement to sunshine@rgvqg.com.

Notice
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The Facility Usage Agreement between the
Rio Life Community Church and the Guild
has been extended indefinitely.

Notice

The proposed amendments to the Guild's By-
Laws and Standing Rules were adopted by the
membership during the November General
Meeting and have been posted to the website's
"Members Only" page.

New Committee!
The board has created a new committee to
determine the methods and procedures
required to monitor the physical assets of the
guild to include determining the appropriate
utilization of any non-financial donations to the
organization. The board has also approved a
recommendation of the new committee,
chaired by Kathe Letulle, that 3 of the 4
sewing machines received in a recent donation
be offered for sale to the guild members
before being placed on the open market. The
committee is in the process of cataloging the
donated items received to ensure that all
available accessories for each machine are
included in the sale. The machines to be
offered for sale are:
e Brother PE80O Embroidery Machine
e Juki TL-2000-Qi portable sewing
machine equipped with a moveable-base
on an 8' stand
e Antique Singer Treadle machine with
cabinet (vintage to be determined)
Further information regarding the proposed
sales will be distributed when available.
It was also recommended that the 4™ machine,
a Janome MC-6600, be made available for use
by the Educational Outreach committee.

Military Service Quilts

Rosemary Kramer and Nancy Malmin

Way to go everyone! We have given out 39
quilts this summer. Thank you fo everyone that
made this happen. Thank you to Dale Shafer
for cutting the strip kits. At the November
meeting I handed out 17 kits and received back
16 sewn. These will be used on the Military sew
days in
January. I
have asked
for white
crocheted
stars about
2 inches,
for another
quilt
pattern.
They will
add
dimension
to this
quilt.

If you have
a request
for a quilt,
please fill out the Jot form and it will be
forwarded to me.

Trophy Gardens has canceled the January Sew
Day scheduled there. Suggestions for a new
location are welcomed!

November 2025



Schoolhouse Classes

by Dale Shafer and Nancy Malmin

By the time you read this, the October and
November classes will be history, and we're
ending the year with a bang! It's a class on the
"Magic" scrappy quilt, o be held on Thursday,
December 18™. This is one week before
Christmas; however, it's such an easy project,
you could make a table topper or baby quilt and
give it as a gift for Christmas! Just follow the
chart online and bring your stack of pre-cut
scrappy squares to class - 32, 50 or 72.

Beginning in 2026, we're doing the
Disappearing pinwheel in January, a very
versatile tabletopper in February (four
different sizes, two different designs), and a
beach/sun hat in March, just in time for the
hot, sunny days of spring and summer - but
when do we not have hot, sunny days? You
could make several, for the whole year.
Following those classes, we'll be doing
beginning paper-piecing, an embellished fabric
box, a jelly roll placemat, Christmas in July, a
fidget mat and Featherweight maintenance.
There are a few months left, but all will be
completed soon, and the exact dates will be
posted.

Basic Schoolhouse Class info: with a few
exceptions, we have classes on the third
Thursday of each month. They are held at
Pharr South, 1402 S. Cage. In Pharr (just past
the big HEB at Ridge and Cage). We meet
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 or 3:00 p.m., and you
can bring your lunch or go out to one of the
fast-food places nearby. Class cost is just
$20., but sometimes a pattern is required, to
avoid copyright infringement. We hope you
find a fun class or two in our lineup!

Membership Information
by Lynne Johnson, Membership Chair

I want to thank everyone again for your
efforts in recruiting and bringing guests to the
Guild meetings for 2025. We had total of 270
members for the year.

Looking forward to lots of fun, new and old
faces, classes and speakers. It is going to be a
great 2026 for our Guild!

Aloysius alligator

Look for me on our webpage! Click on me and
T'll take you to the Members Only page.
Remember what I am. I'm
also the keeper of the
directories. Please add a two-
digit year to open a directory.

Members Only page -
The Members Only page is protected by
password. Aloysius alligator is the keeper of
the password for the page and the directories.
The Members Only page contains the following
information:
e Directory
o Current
o Past
o Class Registrations Information
e Board Meeting Minutes
o Library Books
e Patterns
e Retreats
e RGVQG Bee Information
¢ Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild
o BYLAWS
o Standing Rules
o Treasurers Reports
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APOLOGIES

Sorry for the sound issues with the Zoom
presentations at the recent meetings. In
October it was a broken cable. In
November, it sounds as if the WiFi was
over-loaded by the audience cellphones.
The Zoom support unit has made a couple
of recommendations which we will try in an
attempt to resolve the issues. We will keep
trying!

Informational SMS (text)

Messages

We will be able to send text messages to all
our members after they've paid their 2025
dues. If you haven't paid your 2025 dues, you
will not get any text messages from RGVQG.
The text messages will be short messages
asking you to check your email for additional
information, e.g. "Please check your email
regarding Saturday's Guild meeting” or "Please
check your email regarding this month's
Newsletter”.

The first text message you get will be like the
following: “Please add +1 833-935-5165 to your
contacts as RGVQG. These text messages will
be from the Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild.

RGVQG Emails Update

We use the Benchmark bulk email service to
send 2-4 emails every month to all our active
members. Benchmark started to use a ‘smart
sending' feature recently. This feature will
occasionally skip sending an email to a recipient
that doesn't regularly open their email. They'll
skip once then send the next email. People may
not receive the Guild Meeting notices with the
zoom link. Please, at least, open any emails you

receive from the guild. All of our guild related
emails start with RGVQG6.
6uild Emails -
The guild webmaster usually sends out two
emails a month
e RGVQG Newsletter (after the meeting)
e RGVQG Meeting Notice (Thursday
before the meeting)

Both emails are sent from
bonniemhall@rgvqg.com.

Please put this email in your contact list. This
will help to direct the emails to your inbox
instead of sending them to spam or junk.

Friends of the Guild

Now visitors and friends can sign up for more
information about the Rio Grande Valley
Guild. A link is available on the home page of
our website just below the Welcome message.

Limited emails will be sent to these
individuals. An initial email will have
information on our website, Facebook pages,
and how to become a member. An email will be
sent just prior to the Quilt Show as a
reminder. Possibly an additional one as
needed.

Do you know someone or want to share this link
with them?

Become a friend of the Guild

Give with Bing

Another way to support RIO GRANDE VALLEY
QUILT GUILD is through Give with Bing
Microsoft Rewards lets you support RIO
GRANDE VALLEY QUILT GUILD through its
Give with Bing program. After signing up and
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selecting our organization, you can earn
rewards points just for searching the web with
Bing. Microsoft then turns those points into
cash donations to us.

The program is free--you just need to sign up
with a Microsoft account. As of May 2021,
Microsoft Rewards has donated more than
[$6.5 million] to nonprofits around the world.
Join now RTO GRANDE VALLEY QUILT GUILD
(Give with Bing)

Microsoft Edge uses Bing. You can also get the
Bing app for iPad, iPhone and Android. Please
call Bonnie, 740-398-1629, if you need help
setting up Give with Bing.

Social Media Expansion

by Laural Powell

We have expanded our social media presence!
. LIKE US ON For some
time, the
l[i] facebook | s
had a
closed Facebook group, as Rio Grande Valley
Quilt Guild. This means you must answer some
questions and then be allowed into this group.
The Guild Board has voted to keep this group
to members only. This is to provide a space for

our members to post and comment where they
will know it will only be seen by Guild members.

The Guild Board also understands some may
want to share what our guild is doing with their
friends. Then others are introduced to our
guild through our quilt show and/or community
service efforts and want to know more about
our guild. So, we created a Facebook page at
Rio Grande Valley Quilt Guild Texas. This
page can be viewed and followed by anyone
interested in our guild.

Additionally, we have reactivated the Guild's
Instagram account, which anyone can follow at
Rio 6Grande Valley Quilt Guild or @rgvqgtx.

So, now anyone can follow the Guild on our
Facebook page and Instagram account, while
Guild members can have privacy by joining the
Guild's closed Facebook group. If you need help
accessing any of these, contact me at
joinfb@rgvqg.com.

FOLLOW US ON
 Jrnaliago b

Retreat News

by Kathe Letulle

2026 RETREAT DATES -
New Braunfels, Texas -
John Newcomb Tennis Ranch

Friendship Star - March 9 to 13, 2026
Red Polo Shirt - $30 each -
last date to order is January 15, 2026

Bluebonnet Friends - March 15 to 19, 2026
Blue Polo Shirt - $30 each -
last date to order is January 15, 2026

Begin signing up on the wait list at any Guild
meeting or contact me at the information
below. Although the retreats are filled, life
happens, and openings become available.

At each retreat, one day is specific refreatf
color shirt day - either red for Friendship or
blue for Bluebonnet. Such a sight to see
everyone in their retreat color shirts and take
a beautiful picture. Be sure to get your shirt
ordered if you do not already have one, just let
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me know if you wish to purchase one ---you can
catch me at a Guild Meeting, snail mail or at my
home.

The Laughter, willingness to assist your fellow
quilter goes way beyond the beyond, and the
overall positive vibes that radiate at each
retreat, make these retreats very special.

Now to begin planning the 11™ year we will
RETREAT at the John Newcombe Tennis Ranch
in New Braunfels, Texas. These folks are such
a pleasure to work with for our stay at the
"RANCH". Can you believe that we have been
going tfo the RANCH this longl A Grand
Experience. BUT JUST REMEMER - this will
also be the 27™ Guild Retreat to date.

IF you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me.

Blessings,

Kathe Letulle

1001 Segovia - Mercedes, TX 78570-7100
956-272-2377

retreat@rgvqg.com

Community Service

by Chris Cowan

It's great to be part of such a generous group!
Remember you can report online or print a
donation form to bring to a meeting and/or
mail it o me. Click for On-line form

We need to update the online site. Please go
to the locations by city and see if we need to
remove or add locations. Let us know so we can
get it up to date. It would be greatly
appreciated!

November

401 items. 1554 hours, $11,266.50 value.

RGV Quilt Show

By Renee Darkis

Quilt show news:

I am excited that we already have $1000 in
opportunity quilt ticket sales! The quilt is
beautiful and I thank Carla Mewhinney, Lila
Helm and Judi Swanda for their help in making
this quilt. It is a king size. The second-place
lap quilt has a cozy flannel backing for those
"cold" Texas nights. Third place is a great cork
fabric duffel bag made by Lila and Carla. It is
great to have friends! Be sure to get your
tickefts.

Challenge news:

The baby/youth quilt challenge is going to be a
special exhibit at the show. These will all be
donated to charities. I have challenged the
Guild members to one quilt per person. That
means we should have 250 or more quilts.
Won't that be a sight to seel These quilts (and
only these quilts) do not need hanging sleeve or
a label, only the number for the quilt when you
register. Speaking of registration please start
entering them online now so we can get an idea
of how much space we will need. My goal is to
have the exhibit brimming with quilts. T know
this group can do it.

OPPORTUNITY QUILT TICKETS

Kathy Steven's has been busy as the Quilt
Show Opportunity Quilt Ticket

Chairman. Kathy and several other people
counted out tickets and prepared the
envelopes for the first batch of tickets. They
have a second order of tickets that will need
to counted so envelopes can be prepared.
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The packets contain 24 tickets each. Our
members can pick them up at our monthly guild
meetings. The members can purchase the
tickets for themselves or sell them to friends
and neighbors.

Kathy could use another person on her
committee to help distribute and sell tickets
at the monthly guild meeting.

The other aspect of her duties is to find
locations and helpers to take the Opportunity
Quilt to locations across the valley. This is a
real need. If you enjoy organizing, have a
knack for involving people to do a fun task
together, call Kathy.

The Quilt goes yearly to the Sam's Club in
Harlingen. This year Edna Butler has 4 days
we are able to show our quilt. Renee Darkis is
taking it to a craft show at Leisure Valley in
Mission. It will be at the South Padre Island
Market Days in January. Other markets the
quilt was shown were The Market on Main in
McAllen and the Market at Wild August in
Harlingen.

The Opportunity Quilt Tickets is one of our
larger money makers for our Guild. Please
consider helping Kathy with this committee.
Kathy Steven's 972-467-4269

or katstevens9150@sbcglobal.net.

Quilt Show Tote Bag raffle

Marilyn Hensz and the Killer Bees have been
very busy making 20 plus totes for our quilt
show.

These totes need to be filled with 'stuff’ to
attract our guests at our Quilt Show in
February.
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Here are suggestions of items to fill the
totes: Pickleball; Golf, Coffee-Chocolate,
pets- cat, pets-dog, golf, quilts-books, notions,
fabric etc., interests like Gardening and
reading, crafts, Beach. Individuals can come
up with their own themes, or use one of

these. If we have duplicates that is fine. The
items won't be identical.

Marilyn would like your bag turned in by the
December meeting, if at all possible. Include
a list of what is in the bag.

Marilyn and the Guild appreciate your

help. The Tote bag raffle is another way the
Guild raises funds to support our programs of
veteran quilts and our educational classes.

There are still some bags left. If you would
like to have one, please call Marilyn at 956
873-1695 and leave a message.

Thanks, Marilyn

44 Annual
Rio Grande Valley &
- _Quilt Show . .
"Loolging to the Stars”

ry 13-14, 2026

South Padré ]sland
Convention Center

A 7355 Padre Blvd.
LY South Padre Island, TX *

S

FiS

Quilt Show Links

The following are links o various quilt show
information and forms. They will be updated
soon to 2026 information.

Register your Quilt this is the form to
register your quilt for the show

Quilt Show Facebook Page

2026 Quilt Registration Categories this is
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information on the categories for the show

Quilt Preparation Guidelines this helps you Tf'eGSUf'er' RepOf'T

prepare your quilt for drop-off Mike Hall, Treasurer

2026 Quilt and Theme Challenges the rules

for the Quilt (previous Chair's Choice) The October 2025 Treasurer's Report has been
Challenge and the rules for the Theme posted to the guild website's Members Only page.
(previous Challenge) Challenge categories. The proposed 2026 Budget was approved by the
Quilt Appraisal Registration the form to geta  Mmembership at the November Annual meeting.
quilt appraised The membership also approved the purchase of a
Boutique Pledge the form to pledge items for new CD to replace the existing CD maturing on
the boutique Nov 14™,

Silent Auction Donation the form to donate an

item to the silent auction You can view all treasury documents by:

Quilt Show Committees this is a list of the Accessing rgvqg.com

different quilt show committees, please Click on the "Members Only” tab

consider filling a vacant committee position. Enter the appropriate password

Quilt Show Volunteers Scroll down to the bottom of the page

Click on "Treasurer Reports"”

Click on the appropriate document

If you have any questions or comments, I can be contacte:

Cell # 740-398-4142

Email rgvqg.treasurer@gmail.com or
freasurer@rgvqg.com

Registration is now open for volunteering at
our quilt show at the South Padre Island
Convention Center. There are still positions
open in various areas throughout.

Come out and enjoy the beautiful quilts,
vendors, food, shopping, and friendships with
other quilters.

Register at each monthly meeting or online

under quilt show page on website. Bee News
Register here now (click this link to get i
started today) Fiber Arts Bee

Thank you for volunteering and making our

Have you ever lmagmed making your very own
show a huge success. ;

box or diving into
the wonderful
world of thread?
If so, the Fiber
Arts Bee is just
the spot for youl
We're a warm and
lively community
that gathers on
the first and third Monday of each month
from 10 AM to noon at The Upper Valley Art
League in Mission. Come join us and let your
creativity shine in a fun and friendly

Contact Jani Shoemaker
janishoe@yahoo.com 720-635-3890 with any
questions or help in getting signed up.
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atmosphere! We can't wait to see what amazing
things you'll make! Don't miss out on the fun! !

The Mission Bee gathers every 2nd and 4th
Monday at the Upper Valley Art League in
Mission where they passionately craft military
quilts, stunning pieces for the Quilt Show, and
heartwarming baby quilts destined for the
Children's Hospital.

Scrap Block Draw

by Chris Cowan

On pause until further notice

Programs
By Josie McVey

Thank you for your support of the Program
Classes and it is my prayer that you continue
your support for 2026.

December 12 - 13, 2025

Regina Earley - An award-winning mixed media
artist with a teaching certificate in Art and a
MA in Communication with an emphasis on
Education. Over the past 20 years plus, she
has taught hundreds of people, including
children, adults, beginners and experienced
artisans. She teaches textile workshops, Barn
Quilt Painting, Canvas Painting, Glass & Resin
and other crafty projects.

Friday, December 12, 2025 - Regina Earley
will teach a Scrappy Applique Class. Scrappy
Appliqué is a FUN, FAST, & FORGIVING
workshop great for quilters of any level. This
collaged raw appliqué class teaches several
machine finishing options. Most participants
can come close to completing their project in a
day. It is a “use why you have" scrap-friendly
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project. However, a pattern/template is
required from her pattern link & she has many
to choose from. “Optional Kits are available at
$28 and includes interfacing, fusible, thread
and marking tool. Participants can make a wall
hanging or bring a zipper and make an adorable
pillow. The appliqué can also be attached to a
tote or jacket as well as other alternatives.
These are approximately 18" x 18" but can be
adjusted depending on background.

Saturday, December 13, 2025 - Regina
Earley will have an in person lecture
presentation.

January 9 - 10, 2026

Abigail Vargas - Over 20 years of experience,
Abigail is a Textile Artist, member of the
Sacramento MQG, member of the SAQA,
Founder of Exquisite Quilt Collaborations.
Abigail is a Textile Artist, Modern Quilter and
Art Quilter.

Friday, January 9, 2025 - Blooming Agave
Class - Participants will learn to see a
parallelogram block to create a modern,
stylized Blooming Agave quilt. The goal is to
complete one section, which can be finished as
a wall hanging (26" x 72") or combined into a
larger 71" x 72" quilt with three sections.

Session will begin with a discussion on cutting
parallelograms with a left and right orientation
and utilizing the fabric grainline for precise
piecing. Hands-on instruction will guide
participants through each step of the process.
Tips and fricks are presented for accurately
piecing together two parallelogram shapes.
Additional topics include color variations,
pressing techniques, grainline usage, and
optional design elements to personalize the
final quilt.
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January 10, 2026 - Lecture presentation by
Abigail Vargas on Salvaged Beauty: Repurposed
and Scrap Materials in Contemporary Quilts.

Abigail is passionate about transforming
discarded textiles into meaningful and visually
striking quilts.

Abigail will explore how discarded fabrics,
studio remnants, and worn textiles become the
foundation for innovative and expressive quilt
designs. She will share examples from her own
practice and others, highlighting how material
limitations can spark unexpected creativity,
storytelling, and aesthetic richness.

February 7, 2026

6uild Meeting Lecture at 9 am

Betty Chouinard - Topic to be announced
September 11 - 12, 2026

Glenda Wilder -Glenda has been making things
all her life, often creating new designs and
patterns as she goes. When she sees a
finished quilt that
will wrap, comfort,
memorialize,
decorate, or
commemorate a time
or place connects her
to a shared collective
of creators, past and
present. Glendd's
designs are intended
for quilters of all
experience levels
that want to share
this connection, trimming with history and the
promise of creative new visions.

Friday, September 11, 2026 - Boomerang
Class - A striking design was the first in
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Glenda's "Nothin’ But Squares” collection and
has been updated with a terrific polka dot
fabric. It's the same great pattern and its
suitable for beginners and experienced
quilters alike! Works with precuts or your own
yardage in a variety of sizes. Perfect for
advanced chain piecing.

Saturday, September 12, 2026 - Lecture
Presentation
by Glenda
Wilder on
"Quilting -
Traditional,
Modern and
Everything in-
between.”

Pending Contracts:

October 9 - 10, 2026 Sue Heinz - Class and
Lecture to Be Announced

November 13 - 14, 2026 Rob Appell - Class
and Lecture to Be Announced

RGVQG General
Meeting Minutes

By Heather Nelson, secretary

NOVEMBER 8, 2025
The meeting was called to order by Diana Wolf
at 9:00 am. A quorum of members was present.

Two of the ladies from McAllen Regional Care
Center donated kits and fabric to be used as
door prizes.

November 2025



ELECTIONS

Kathe Letulle was voted into office as
President. Josie McVey was elected to be 3™
Vice President in charge of Programs. Heather
Nelson was elected as Secretary.

SECRETARY-correct the two mistakes in the
minutes. Marty Morrison moved the incorrect
dates be fixed. The motion was seconded and
carried.

Amended minutes to be adopted and filed.

TREASURER-report filed for audit. Proposed
budget for 2026 was approved.

MEMBERSHIP-91 members present and 5 on
zoom with 7 guests

COMMUNITY SERVICE-see committee
reports

PROGRAMS-see committee reports

BY-LAWS-Heather Nelson made a motion to
accept the changes to the by-laws. Second, by
Chris Driscoll. Motion carried.

Kathy Stevens made a motion to adopt the
changes to the standing rules. Second, by
Laurie Magee. Motion carried.

QUILT SHOW-quilt show board held further
discussions on everyone paying for the show.
The board recommended to table the issue
until after the 2026 quilt show.

SETUP/TAKEDOWN-looking for more
volunteers

T-SHIRTS-buy show t-shirts

OPPORTUNITY QUILT- Karen Stevens
reported on the status of opportunity quilt
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sales. She is requesting help finding places to
show the quilt.

SILENT AUCTION-taking donations for silent
auction

TOTES AND MORE-there are still 15 bags
needing to be filled. Marilyn would like totes
turned in at next months meeting.

BOUTIQUE-accepting items for the boutique

REGISTRATION-please get your items for
the show registered. Last day to register is
Jan 24'rh‘

BEEKEEPER-see committee report

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH-see committee
report

HISTORIAN-adding new information to the
history

LIBRARTAN-discussion of disposal of the
library, Susan will be bringing some books to
the meetings

NEWSLETTER-article due Monday

MILITARY SERVICE-have given away 39 quilts
and are requesting 2 inch crocheted stars

RETREAT-get on the waiting list

SCHOOLHOUSE- check out the classes and
get signed up

WEBMASTER-see committee report

FOSTER CARE QUILTS-don't forget to work
on your foster care quilts; we have committed
to 15.
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Mike Hall gave a report on the large donation
received from Mr. Estrada

Mike Hall reported on the decision to cash in
the CD and buy a new one at best rates
available.

FAT QUARTER DRAW- spent $65 and have
given out 340 fat quarters
as well as donating 207 dog beds

Mike Hall reported that the church has
extended our contract indefinitely

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Edna Butler
seconded by Heather Nelson motion carried

Respectfully
Heather Nelson secretary

Day 1 Bags

If you would like to participate for next year,
let Bonnie Hall or Alyssa Gonzalez know. You
can contact Alyssa, text (best) or call her
cell phone at (956) 578-3352 or via email
agonzalez@nplexusrqv.com.

Bonnie has committed us for 15 quilts.

Debra Warner(This is an article
written by Debi for Quilting
Hub!)

Should T Have My Quilt Appraised?
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Written appraisals are required if you are
going to send your quilt to an on-the-road quilt
show or one of the major national shows but
for the average quilter, what is the value of a
quilt appraisal?

Witten appraisals are required if you are going
to send your quilt to an on-the-road quilt show
or one of the major national shows but for the
average quilter, what is the value of a quilt
appraisal?

Should I Have My Quilt appraised?

"If you don't have a written appraisal and
something happens to the quilt, your insurance
will only give you the cost of a blanket from a
big box store." We've all heard this statement
when planning for a quilt show that will offer
the services of a certified appraiser.
Generally, this is true.

But my first experience with a quilt appraiser
was so much more! The appraiser asked so
many good questions about my quilt. It really
made me think that I should probably be
recording some of this information even if T
don't plan to have a certain quilt appraised.
For example, she asked what batting was used
in the quilt. Over time, this would be helpful to
know.

She also asked about the origin of the fabric
and KNEW when I wasn't complete in my
answer. She told me that some of the fabric
was older than what I had purchased. Oh yeah,
some of it came from my mother's stash. I
forgot about that.

Here are some things that you might not know
about appraisals that might be helpful to you.
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There are standards that quilt appraisers
follow. Quilt appraisers are well educated and
are certified by professional organizations. If
you are curious, you can research this
information.

Be aware that a retail associate at an antique
store is probably not certified. Also, if the
person offers to purchase the quilt, you most
likely aren't dealing with a certified appraiser
as this violates their ethics.

The appraiser will need to see the quilt in
person. A photograph will not tell the appraiser
enough about the fabric and the workmanship.
There is more than one way to appraise a quilt.
Just as in real estate, some are valued at the
fair market price. That means the value
assigned is the same as that for which a
similar quilt has sold. This method means that
you may be able to purchase a similar item for
the specified amount. The comparable quilts
would be similar in pattern and fabric. These
quilts may not appraise for as much as the
owner might wish, but certainly more than a
big box store blanket.

Fair market value is the only method available
for vintage and antique quilts.

Another method is reconstruction of a similar
quilt. This method might be used when a quilt
is unique in idea, construction, etc. These quilts
generally have no market equivalent and might
appraise at a higher value than expected.
Labor-intensive design elements used in
reconstruction would increase the replacement
price.

Due to the above, an appraisal should be done
every three to five years. Let's face it, times
change.

A history of quilt sales by a quilter would also
be taken into consideration. Sales receipts for
such sales should be given to the appraiser.

A complete description of the quilt, including
photographs, measurements, and the
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appraiser's workmanship comments are
included with the appraisal.

Today's Internet feed contained a photo of a
quilt recovered after the fornadoes in
Tennessee. Luckily, the quilt was in pristine
condition. The finders are frying fo return the
quilt to the rightful owner. An appraisal
document would most certainly establish the
ownership of such a freasure.

Asking the question, "Should you have your
quilt appraised?" The answer is:

What if your children found your great
grandmother's quilt carefully stored in your
attic? Would they value it? Would they treat
if differently if a certified appraisal
statement was packed with it? I think we know
the answer is, "Yes!"
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Riecemakers Py the Bay Quilt Guild
Framed Center/Medallion Quilts show . .
SR o o e e sy Pieces of Paradise

L4 were challenged to study a Medallion

) o 2 : . Sreatfzt:eir”own $triginalworfkinspitr:d : * Vend@r“g
¢ P& inspiration” quilts range from the R S »
centuries. Some of the new quilts 1 Guild C(“)Uﬂ[wr:y Store
PS ) & mistaken for the originals, while othi * Fanous SGI"ap Dive

3 E P fresh take on a classic look. * D Pri

: 4 O0r Frizes
» o “F d Medalli ilts h * Z' it Re
20004 5e0 Famed oF Wikddlien Gl T Opportunity Quilt Raffle

favorite of quilters for over 200 years. |
to see contemporary interpretations
The Copp Family’s Framed Center Pieced Quilt  classic Medallion quilts, especiall
(42" x 42") by Blair W. Mahan manageable size.” Mangum adds. This
sponsored by the Lucille Gaebler Klein

* Silent Auction
" Quilt Exhibits

Finally, Rebound-Renew-Reimagine displays 19 quilts from the Manhattan Quilter
For many members, the enforced isolation of the Covid-19 pandemic had brou
reflection and new experimentation with previous techniques and materials. The
was made to create quilts with titles that begin with a “re,” which often car

meanings as “again and again” and suggests a look backward while moving forwar

Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-4

“Open yourself to the art that these quilts possess.
Some artists included are Ludmilla Aristova,
Rachael Dorr, Paula Nadelstern, and Victoria
Findlay Wolfe,” Mangum says. “This show
demonstrates the power of hard times in the

hands of dedicated artists. They translated their )2() : ;
experiences of loss and grief and separation into ot 5, Sl 2026
artwork that makes us feel revived.” 1y and Satur y 10 fllu LO pra O ¢
First Presbyterian Church SOPSH lunity

Visit The Texas Quilt Museum Store Online to > e e = Ouilt:
purchase fabric, patterns, books, T-shirts, one-of- \"ﬁ&, - 301 Texas Pusiness Nor Lh Q :
a-kind jewelry| and craft items, and more at Recrystallize (40" x 49") by Iris Gov R(‘)Ghl‘)(‘)l“[», Texas
www.texasquiltmuseum.com/store by Adi Tai et 37

L Adnaission $I10
The Texas Quilt Museum is located at 140 W. Colorado St., La Grange, Texas 789¢
are 10 am-4 pm Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. For more informati Hicee - 5 3 g
www.TexasQuiltMuseum.org. Also see us on Facebook, Instagram, X, and Threa 1 D Bl s

Facebools: Piecery Hay Quile Guild Group
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